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say: " Me or de Gaulle ! " but very nearly. The whole
evening and for part of the night, Paul Reynaud stood firm.
Eventually they struck a bargain. General de Gaulle
would not be a Minister but a plain Under-Secretary of
State at the War Office. The first note the young general
would have to deal with would be one from her which
she handed to him on his arrival in the presence of Paul
Reynaud himself. In it, having declared an interdict on
the return of Paul Reynaud's collaborator, M. Palewski,
whom she boasted that she had sent back to the army
three months before, she emphasised the dangers that the
new Under-Secretary would run in not avoiding her ill-will.
The other choices and dismissals were no great source
of conflict. M. Lamoureux was sacrificed. At a previous
Council meeting, when the subject of discussion was the
possibility of negotiations with Italy, he had exclaimed:
" That might be the prelude to a conversation with
Germany 1 " This exclamation had brought protests even
from those who were of the same opinion as he. But the
reason for his departure was less this untimely remark
than the wish to entrust the Ministry of Finance to M.
Bouthillier, who was hand-in-glove with them. M. Frossard
would vanish from the Ministry of Information, where
he had been no more than a fleeting and lustreless meteor,
in order to make room for one of the magnates of the
French press, whose astounding success deceived the
stupidity of certain salons and cliques to the extent of
earning him in those quarters a reputation for genius.
They would learn in time that he was only a soap bubble.
M. Prouvost would show that it is easier to kneel before
Hitler than to be a great Minister.
In memory of the services rendered by M, Frossard in
hastening the fall of Daladier's Cabinet, M. Reynaud
rescued him from the shelf and put him down at the
Ministry of Public Works, whence M. de Monzie was sent
tumbling without explanation. He was no longer needed
to cajole Italy. M, Baudouin was there.